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was tested on three moral concepts. Truthfulness focused on sincerity, 
honesty, and promise keeping. Justice focused on moral rightness, equity, and 
fairness. Compassion focused on mercy, care and concern, and benevolence. The 
questionnaires and interviews asked students to make moral judgements about 
certain scenarios. Analysis of the data obtained from both the survey and 
interviews revealed the following: Singapore adolescents were generally 
truthful, just, and compassionate, but if caught in a moral dilemma of choice 
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Title: Value Orientation of Singapore Adolescents towards Truthfulness, Justice and 
Compassion 

Abstract: 

Being brought up in a legalistic and meritorious society, adolescents in Singapore seem to 
have a strong sense of justice and truthfulness for practical purposes, but tend to neglect 
compassion. This study sought to examine the value orientation of Singapore adolescents 
towards these three fundamental values, in order to shed more light on the issue. 

A sample of 315 secondary two (90 Special Course, 1 13 Express Course and 1 12 Normal 
Academic Course) pupils drawn from four secondary schools in Singapore (135 males 
and 180 females) were given a questionnaire and a select sample of 19 students were 
interviewed for their perspective and orientation toward truthfulness, justice and 
compassion. The effects of family, school and the mass media on the values of Singapore 
adolescents are also explored . In addition, the study suggest ways to remedy the 
problems with the value orientation of Singapore adolescents as indicated in the 
interviews. 
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Introduction 



In recent years, Singapore’s economy has developed to become one of the most 
prosperous and fast moving countries in the region. With a higher standard of living 
people have become more materialistic and are inclined to be utilitarian and 
individualistic. Rapid economic and technological development have brought a neglect of 
good and moral values. The younger generation does not understand the struggles of the 
earlier generations and having not experienced the hardships faced by their forefathers, 
they have become rather pragmatic. 



Studies have shown that adolescents are generally self-centered and indifferent to 
national issues. Many of the tasks and choices society requires of them involve the 
acquisition of values. Erikson (1968) refers to this period of development, the notion of 
acquiring fidelity and a coherent, consistent and unique sense of “who I am and what I 
hold dear”. The process of identity formation covers the development of self-knowledge, 
self-confidence and a secure role in society. Many values are actively taking shape in the 
adolescent’s orientation at this time of life. 



One of the most comprehensive studies on values in adolescents was done by 
Roger Straughan (1983). He stated that there are no necessary behavioural criteria to 
determine whether or not a particular value is held, for there must always remain the 
possibility of a gap existing between the holding and the enactment of a moral value. Our 
moral values do often act as a strong motivational influence upon our behaviour, but this 
is not to admit that we must necessarily always act upon our values, nor even that we 
must necessarily always want to act upon them. In this case , there is a conflict between 
two different kinds of reason for action. According to Roubiczeks (1969) in the sphere of 
values, contradictions are the natural rule. Any attempt to unify the scales by basing them 
on a common denominator falsifies our judgement. 



An individual’s values may change from time to time as he/she has to adjust not 
only to changing internal conditions, but also to external influences, such as wars, 
economic crises, and changes in social and political institutions that may have lasting 
effects on developmental outcomes. Mordecai Nisan’s (1988) study reveals that many 6 to 
7 year old children already demonstrate a distinct adherence to values, and that this 
distinction develops with age. The child’s concept of values is based on his or her 
perceptions of good personal development, entailing increasing control over the 
environment, and that these very perceptions affect the child’s actual behaviour and 
development. 
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In a recent nation wide survey conducted on the values and attitudes of 
Singapore’s youths toward life and work, it was found that Singapore’s youths have 
many positive qualities. They are optimistic, pragmatic and forward-looking and 
materialistic .They have high motivation and high expectations. They appreciate the 
value of education and the importance of hard work. While this survey provided some 
evidence of the values and attitudes of Singapore’s youths toward life and work, it did not 
attempt to measure some of the more specific values. However, in another survey done 
by the Chinese newspaper Lianhe Zaobao on 500 Chinese youths it was shown that 
Singapore youths are not an individualistic lot. A large number still participate in 
community and social activities. 



Research Design 

This study utilized a survey design, which was a combined quantitative and 
qualitative approach, involving a paper-and-pencil questionnaire complemented by an 
interview, to examine the value orientation of our adolescents towards the fundamental 
values. The design was also meant to explore the effects of family, school, and the 
mass media on the values of Singapore adolescents. The study aimed, too, at 
examining whether gender difference relates to value orientation. 



Conceptual Framework 



Figure 1 shows the variables that were studied. The dependent variables were 
adolescents’ orientations towards truthfulness, justice and compassion. The 
independent variables that were studied were family, school and the mass media and 
their effects on the said value orientations. 
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Figure 1 Framework of Study 



The Sample 



In the selection of the sample of adolescents for this study, three criteria were 
used, namely, type of school, class level of pupils and course of pupils. These criteria 
ensured a homogeneous population. 



The sample for this study was drawn from four secondary schools in 
Singapore: two of which were government schools, and the others were government - 
aided schools. Both government schools were neighbourhood schools, 5 one of which 
was an autonomous 6 school. One of the government - aided schools was a religious 
mission school which was also an autonomous school 



Neighbourhood schools are government schools which are located in the housing estates, to provide 
education to the majority of our pupils. 

Autonomous schools are government or government-aided schools. They are given additional funds 
and more leeway to execute their mission of providing quality education. These schools are well- 
spread out geographically for the convenience of pupils living in different parts of the island They' 
are sA up to give pupils more choice of schools. They, too conform to national education policies. 



